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Satire’s my weapon; hut I’m too discreet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf in London to Miss Hannah 
Moore ; 
RECOMMENDING HER TO WRITE MORAL TRACTS FOR THE 
ISHOPS, INSTEAD OF PLOUGHMEN. 





Why, Miss Hannah! what are you about? [thought 
in the absence of your friend, the Black Dwarf, whom 
you had suéscribed your money, to get accommodated 
with safe lodgings in the custody of the state, that you 
would have become the guardian of the public morals ; 
and, at least, have kept the “* Atgher orders” in decent 
order! With “ the rabble,” I did not suppose you would 
have much influence, as they cannot bear affectation even 
in petticoats: and they have a deadly antipathy to hy- 
pocrisy, whether it wear acap oracowl. Yout silly 
endeavours, Miss Hannah, to persuade the poor that God 
meant them to be miserable Aere, in order to qualify 
themselves for happiness hereafter, has been a standing 
jest with the lower orders for nearly halfa century; and 
the profligate things are much better pleased to be 
cursed with Lord Liverpool’s abundance, than to be 
blessed with ali the other azsery in this w orld: So very 
hittle do the least of all think of you, Miss Hannab , though 


you have had a bishop for a flatierer, that | once heard 
Vol. 1X. No. 6. 
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A iit ar o1i'l ASK if Vics Hfannah lived Lipon CTUSTS ali 
palienec; aud whether she would be patient even if she 
had nof acrust to eat! Ah! Hannah! You have been 
vorn a full century too late. You were meant for the 


times, when— 





ne derstood, 
je TOOd.” 


‘firch was believed, and Jittle un 
And to be dul/, was construed to } 


Not but that you would have made a decent teacher 
the alphabet ; if you had confined yourself to what 
vou understood :—or you m igh it have even as:ired to 
instruct little girls in w: ashing and plain Work ; and in 


your cla age, Hannah, you might have been found sit- 
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ung at some cottage door, spianing and singing, with all 
1: {" ‘ ; re > 
the honest hilaniv of industrious independence. Bat to 


yet among tie i mops; was not the means to be useful 
io the forer orders ; and since your ill fate placed you 
: } 
in such company, you should have employed aii your 
4 


ieshons ; who might have a 
tended to your instructions. When 7 saw your i 
, among the subscribers to the ** Constitutionat 
* Association,” F had some thoughts that you were set. 
“ung about the necessary amendment of the higher o. 

dars : aad that you were about to leave the * fers 
* elusses” to the care of Mr. Murray, Mr. Sharpe, 
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and Alderman Atkins, to whom you sent your monery 
as an Apolo, ey for your presence, at which they we 
much deitshtcd. But, by the recent detection of the 
Bishop, iam fearful yau heave net kept your: lamp 
burning :-—but that. hke one cf the careless virgins 
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sastead of preaching that the poor ought to consider 
starvation asa thins of no moment whatever, had you 
preached to the rich ‘the crime of plundering the —_ 
instead of protecting them—nhad you, Hannah, remen 
bered that durury and eéleness, are the grand sources 
of evece and imimorality—vyou ‘might have done some 
little good—thouvh it might have been at the hazard of 
losing the flattery of the bi shops! tis not, even now, 
Hannah, too tate to be useful; and as the recent occur- 
rence will show you where véczis to be met with, let me 
beg of you to b egint as early as possible to hunt it down. 
if you will venture to beat up the é earetre , and noble, 
and peous retreats of our two-legged monsters, [ will 
assist you by every means in my power; and to show 
you tuat Lam in earnest, | have designed for itp the 
subject of several of a new series of Tracts, which will 
do far more eee than to describe ploughmen seta 
with hunger, or milk-maids willing to forego sweet- 
hearts and fi: ery for prim leeks and xhostly consolation. 
The firs! subje et LE would recommend to you, rye 
be ta show the inconsistency, absurdity, and mischief, f 
the hishons, who pretend to warship the founder of their 
eaith, who had not wherewithal to lay his head, having 
cnormous revenues, Which tempt them to imitate the 
iuxary of Dives, and lead them to forget their most im- 
vortant duties. This will lead you to ig that seven 
teen thousand clergymen of the Church o of England re- 
seive more than all the Clergy of the Christian world 
besides; and you know, Hannah, y ou i very well, 
that as “ ynoney és the root of all er il those who have 
30 much money, ere very hike o have a great deal of 
evil springing from so darge a@ root, as that they sit upon ! 
Youcan shew, Hannah, that the dest people in the world ; 
are those who ‘hav e the deast money ;—and that one ot 
your dittle tracts has conferred more real happiness than 
all the money ia the world. Why not, then, give the 
hishaps 2 tract a-piece; and tell them, that on their read 
to heaven, itis net worth their while to stop at the pro- 
fane inns, or induleve themselves with the vanities of the 
way. Tell them, & umah, that a bishop may beas good, 
ind as useful, and as relizious. upon five hundred &-Vear, 
as unon fitty-thousand fa a t deal more so: for 
while he earns so much money az a bishop,, he is very 
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likely to spend a great deal of it, in a mode that does 
not become a bishop. Tell them, Hannah, that the 
kingdom of Him whom they pretend to call master, was 
not “of this world; ; and that while theirs is as much of 
this world as money can make it, they are not very likely 
to have any great portion in his ‘kingdom. And, by the 
bye, Hanuah, ¢ give the Archbishop of Canterbury a hint 
in a note, that his Majesty, George the fourth, as head 
of the Church of England, should keep the bishops as 
voor as the apostles, if he means them to be either as 
zealous, as good, or as useful. 

fu your second Tract, Hannah, take up the Bishop of 

London, and give him a good smacking for that vile 
piece of flattery of his, when he said, that a King could 
not commit an act of folly, much less of vice! Lay him 
bare, Hannah, and cut him to the bone. Shew him the 
danger of puffing up a poor mortal with such fa!se pride: 
—tell him how dangerous it is to fill great heads with 
such intoxicating matters :—and assure him that for every 
wise and virtuous King he can find, either dead, or living, 
you can produce him a score that have neither wisdom 
nor virtue. Tell him, that of the most celebrated twa, 
in Biblical history, the one was a murderer and an adul- 
terer, and the other a debauchee and an idolator. Smack 
him well, Hannah!—he richly deserves it; and though 
it may be too late to mend this froward child, it will be 
wickedness to spare the rod. You can introduce one of 
your pious shepherds to give the Bishop a lecture upon 
the sins of pride, of flattery, and sycophancy. Nay, the 
shepherd’s dog, Hannah, if his master have at all pro- 
fited by your labours, might bark the Bishop out of his 
servility. 

Tract the Third, Hannah, should go to shew the wick- 
odness of trading in Bishoprics, Deaneries, Prebendaries, 
and fatlivings. You might fairly argue that he who was 
brought up to redigion, as others are lo war, would only 
consider the profit of Ue profession, and pray for tythes 
and Jiaster-offerings, exactly as the soldicr fights for 
prize- money and prefermeat. You have seen a litile of 
this, Hannah, in your time ; but I do not remember that 
you ever notieed it. Ihave seen with great pleasure, 
your advice to poor people to be above begging, and 
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never to sacrifice their consciences for any advantage s 
but the rich people have been hitherto left to beg without 
any apprehensioa of the beadle’s lash, or even of the little 
birch rod that Hannah keeps for her little fotks; and ne 
more care has been taken of their consciences, than if 
they had no consciences at all! You have been recom- 
mending missions to Otaheite, when Manchester Square 
was ten-fold more in need of them. Nor have I ever 
known, most indefatigable moralist, that you ever penned 
a tract upon the manufuctory of Bishops established by 
the prostitute of a Prince! Really, Hannah, this re- 
missness is quite unpardonable. When you called upon 
the poor to reverence authorities, you should have told 
them ow the authorities were made, and what they 
were! Oh! Hannah! Why will you not “ tell the 
‘¢ truth, and shame the devil!” Never mind the Bishops! 
When they leave off flattering you, I may, perhaps, be- 
gin myself. 

Tract the fourth, Hannah should be an explanation of 
the text, that “ the labourer is worthy of his hire!” 
Now, Hannah, however true this might have been in 
Israel, it is by no means true in England ; where we 
have a great many labourers who are nol ‘worth any 
hire at all, though they are clothed in purple and fine 
linen ; oud fatten on the milk and honey of the land! 
They are an odd sort of labourers to be sure; as their 
labour consists in devouring, and not in producing ; yet 
they are still labourers in ¢hetr vocation, Hannah; and 
we will call them labourers, but they are not worthy of 
their hire, and it ought immediately to be reduced to a 
level with their merits, which it would by uo means 
burthen the community to pay. What, Hiannah, might 
you think his Grace ‘of — were worth per 
annum; whena shilling per week is deemed enough 
to fatten an Irish labourer? and when the price of a 
bushel of wheat is thought quite enough for an English 
one! Thistract should bein two parts—the first shew- 
ing that labourers who were not worthy of any hire, 
contrived to monopolize all the wages: —and the second 
that the labourers who were worthy of their hire could 
not get even food! And then, Hannah, would it not be 
quite as honest, by way of appendix, rather to recom< 
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mend the hire io be taken away from all those who 
do not deserve it, as to advise those who do deserve it 
to be quiet t without i it! Or, is it true, Hannah, that 
there isa pri ivate bible m circulation among tie faskion- 
ables, and r eepacteblen, in wee th the text runs—* the 
Jabourer is noé worthy of his hire!” and from which 
reading it is inferred that tines who do not labour, are 
entitled to the wages of those who do. I have heard 
this whispered, Hannah; but not having a Bishep foi 
my authority, 1 am induced to refer to you for ils au- 
thenticity ; a measure which is the rnore ne cessary, be- 
cause’as you preached to the real labourers to be content 
without their Aire, it would seem that you had an in- 
terest in ils disposal elsewhere! Pray, Hannah! le! 
us know your read thougits ~— this matter. 
Your fifth tract, Hannah, must be a chapter on tithes: 
m which you can shew the poor that how have an 
undoubted right to ene-third of them, or nearly three 
millions a year, which will go a great way towards mak- 
ing them contented, without sending then n to the work- 
houses and county gaois. Tell them, Efannah, that the 
faa, the ancient law, only gave the aa ene-tuird fon 
themselv es, though thev now keep ii a/é. Tell the poor 
for wilose souds you have been so very solicitous, that 
one-third of the tithes were intended to comfort thei: 
bodies; and that the church is a public defaulter for alli 
ihe millions it has pis from the poor! And, Hannah. 
when you again express your plows indignation against 
those dad boys who sie orchards and hen !-roosts, do let 
out a litle polite regret that the church keeps what =e 
not belong to it. Teli the world, Hannah, that you are 
not of their way of thinking who would hang a man for 
stealing a sheep from the common, and give a piece of 
plate to the far genes felen who steals the common 
from the shecp! mn are fond of the poor, iiannah! 
Not, I trust, as the elution was fad of fué da vb, but 
truly fond of them, without any eye towards either 
shearing or devouring them. bo, therefore, just 
tell them of their RIGHTS, in a nice Jiitle book which 
may be sold for apenny. They have heard evough about 
their duties; and will be quite delighted to hear of the 
duties of athers towards them —particularly the Lutees 
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* Beshops to the people ;—for it has been too much the 
fallin to imagine that bishops have no duties at all; and 
some. ill-natured stingy fellows begin to enquire what 
ih ey are kept for? 
Your sixth tract, Hannah, should be to caution the 
people : against a silly ‘dep endanee upon appe: irances. Thou- 
sands believe that io put on a bishop’s hat and wig makes 
a bishop, and that the moment a bishop is made, he ts 
above ail error, and incapable of crime. The doudle 
hishon of Clocher, the honorable and noble Percy 
Jocelyn, will be a fine text for you. Whether he was 
a fellow subscriber with you to the maintenance of the 
Gang in Bridge Street, | know not; but fam credibly 
iiformed this, very Irish Bishop was a subscriber to the 
SOC be Ly for the SUPPKESSion of Poce, better known by 
the name of the Perce Society, and which has reason to 
ve proud -of all ils nobleand pious patrons! You are 
aware, {lanuah, that he was one of those moral anit re- 
“gious dignitaries whe demand respect from society, not 
trom their everfues, but from ‘heer renk; and as you 
have been a principal party to the dation ni rank 
not character, is ihe proper object of respect, with 
this proof before your eyes that high birth, noble connec- 
tions, and greal emoluments, are no security against 
ihe grossest infamy and depravity, you owe it to. 
sociely to tell the poor to measure their respect for 
all authority, by the ulility of the offices, and the 
integrity with -_ h their duties are discharged ; and 
not from the titles, or the ornamental earments of 
the nolders of office! We have a pretty instance, 
here, of the utter worthlessness of all those things 
upon which the foolish great are taught to pride 
themselves. The gaudy feathers have fallen off ; and the 
deformity of the thing 1s presented to us, in its most re- 
volting colours. The case, itis confessed, is ove so very 
eross and abominable, that its parallel, we might hope, 
could not be found in the rank among which this Aonora- 
ble wretch has been accustomed tomove ;—but the hor- 
vibie fact, that neither rank, birth, connections, wealth, 
nor the possession of one of the highest offices in the 
church, have been able to restraina diabolical propensity 
for the last climax of depravity, ought to teach you, 
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Hannah, in future, to look to acteons, and character, 
and not to recommend a reliance on profe sstons, preten~ 
sions, rank, and office! while you send your money to 
harrass by vindictive persecutions those whose only 

offence against you, is the holding of different opinions ! 
Come, Hannah, come, and read. your recantation, if 
will be far more honorable than the recantation to which 
Lawrence hasbeen driven by fanaticism. Come, Hannah! 
you have been instrumental in the imprisonment of a wife, 
for obeying theordersof her husband. You have been in- 
strumental in the incarceration of asister, for having en 
deavoured ta protect the interests of a brother. You 
have helped ta consign one of these victims to all the 
privations of child- birth ina prison ; and a young mo- 
ther, with her infant, are now waiting the completion 
of the vengeance of the law, fora similar offence against 
received opinions. All these people are of moral repute, 
and of acknowledged private worth. Their courage de- 
mands respect ; their sufferings ensure them sy mpathy 
Yet are you one of their persecutors ! You, who up- 
hold the * prostration of mind and under rstanding, which 
** his Grace of Something requires ;’” and will you not 
now step forward, and do a little in the way of set-off 
against such mischievous oe Will you not de- 
nounce this bishop as a wretch, whose lawn sleeves en- 
litle him to xo respect whatever? Will you not allow 
that he is undeserving of the revenues which he draws 
from the spoil of his flocks? Will you not admit that 
this animal in black has done far more to bring the 
church into contempi, than half the assailants the church 
has ever had ? 

What renders this case a thousand times more horrid, 
Miss Hannah, is the fact, that one of the “* lower orders’’ 
has been tortured with a degree of Turkish barbarity, 
for having denounced the de pre ed propensities of this 
Dignitary of = Church! Read the following account 
of the trial of James Byrne, for having accused ‘this Dig- 
nitary of an atlempt to indulge in his horrid practices, 
and fora conspiracy to vilify Ue Bishop! and then, 
Miss Hannah, your pen will leap mto your fingers, if 
you hesitate a moment to iake it up 1 ‘defence of the. 
abused and insulted “ Jower orders.’ 








THE BLACK DWARR. 189 


TRIAL OF JAMES BYRNE. 
COMMISSION OF OYER AND TERMINER. 
GREEN STREBT, DUBLIN, OcT. 28, 181!. 


James Byrne stood indicted on two separate charges: —For 
having Inmself devised and published a libel, accusing the 
Bishop of Ferns of an attempt to commit an unnatural crime ; 
and having joined a conspiracy, the object of which was to 
vilify the Bishop by calumnies of that nature. 

Counse} for the prisoner offered an affidavit showing reasons 
why the cause should be delayed, that certain writings neces- 
sary for evidence had been withheld by the Lord Mavor on 
the prisoner's examination be‘ore him; that, although prisoner 
had offered bail on his commitment being first proposed by 
the Lord Mayor, his Lordship did not think proper to accept 
of it, which circumstance had not allowed the prisoner’s attor- 
ney io inake the necessary preparations: and that Patrick Leo- 
nard, a man whose evidence was material in the case, was 
at such a distance from Dublin as to make it impossible 
fer him to be produced. 

[t was stated, however, by the Lord Mayor, that there had 
been no papers of ihe prisoner’s detained by him, and it was 
stated by the Solicitor-General, Counsel for the prosecution,that 
Leonard, so far from being at an inconvenient distance, was at 
the moment in the Court; that there could therefore be found 
no proper cause why th. trial should be delayed. 

The Jury was therefore sworn. 

The Solicitor-Gencral rose, and proceeded to the following 
eflect:—-Gentlemen of the Jury, from my knowledge of the 
circumstances of the evidence, | do not doubt but I shall be able 
to connect the whole for your examination 1 such a manner as 
will enable me to support the indictment, and leave no doubt 
upon your minds of the commission of one of the most proflt- 
gate and detestable crimes that ever disgraced human nature. 
We have frequently heard of the unnatural guilt of which 
mention is made in the indictment, but it is one which we have 
hardly or never had occasion to have one’s feelings shocked 
with ; and though, from the proximity of a neighbouring isle to 
the continent of Europe, and the great facility with which 
the corrupted manners of the Continent are introduced, the in- 
stances there are not a few, the contagion has never yet reached 
us, and there is no instance of its existence in the memory of 
avy professional man. Much less have we beeu even called 
upen to witness a crime if possible still more hornd, and still 





























the eee i a ~ 
eye AO RE SET cat Re ga see 


ik 


A a ag 


oe a 





© ley re a a Rn, OE 


+ 






eo 
js: a 
a - 







ivV THR RUACK DWARP. 





more hunnihating to buman nature—the shocking crummality o: 
falsely unputing to au innocent person the guilt of that disgust 
ing and unnataral ofieace. In England this isa practice whick 
has b en frequently adopted, and T lament to say, with too tre 
quent success, in order to ext ort money from those who th 
wretches supposed would rather pay anysum which meht be 
demanded of them than have their names even come mto 
contact ina public court with such a ertme > aud it is well 
knowa that this practice has grown into such frequent use, th 
wretches have been known to gain a subsistence by the mean: 
of it, and it was found necessary to enact a law in tha: 
Psat i inflicting the severest punishment upon those who s¢ 
ar deer: ided themselves. It never will be considered by us a 





cepa ofmisfortume that such a law hes not been enacted 
mm this country. We may congratulate ourselves that peces« 
sitv has never yet called for it, and that our isiand has been 
litherto free from such humiliating ernnmalhtv. Bui the 
Instance Is — ‘Lhe accusation is made upoea up 
eXxa: oe aud venerable ¢ haracter, who, thoush raisea lo one 
of the highest dignities of the chureh, ts still less exalted by his 


rank than he is bv the unifk es piety of hits life, and who enne 
bles by hits virtues iia high stulion Which, without them, would 
onlv place him as a fitter mark for the shafts of obloguy. 
ite is of a family of high rank, distinguished m= every rank 
jor the generous, noble, and beneficent conduct, which ought 
to characienze those who are placed ia. situation: which 
makes them have on extensive influence by their example and 
services upon sociciy, and whose feelings could in no wavy bs 
more severely branded, than by an imputi lion of the shehtess 
wavering from the patlis oO} veetitude Many © fits menibe 
‘die learned centleiwan having al creat jenaih atok ‘the 
manner in which the } yisoner bad made the charge, continued— 
“TPT do not think I I should do justice fo the respected and revered 
eharacter of my client, Ly saying I have evidence to disprove 
what this miscreant ha as uttered —when I think of a man whose 
rank shed a lustre upon hin, adored by all pe oe who knew 
him for those virtues—on the reverend bench which he adorns 
never sat a man of more exalted ke nour, i wou! ‘id call the 
attention of the jury to every act of his life, and they would 
find them marked by the display of virtue, piety, and bene: 
-volence. When 1 consider the noble family to which he be. 
numerous and so beloved; when ft look upon the 


ance ~ 
head of the family, so great an d estimable m character; when 
T consider how his life las been employed, a liie repeatedly and 


voluntarily vished in defence of his country ; when PF consices 





THE BLACK DWARF. 19t 


ihe other toble branches ef his steck, and reflect upon the un- 
sullied purity of their iires, 1 should apologize for saying that 
there is the most undeniable evidence to prove, that every tittle 
which this most atrocious wretch has uttered is utterly false. I 
am sure [ may safely claim for the Bishop the thanks of the 
community, because he was to have been the first victim of the 
accursed conspiracy. In England, some of the first characters 
ave yielded to it; it has become a frequent offence, and but 

a few have had the firmness to oppose it; to this noble family, 

therefore, the public are greatly indebted, and if the Bishop hac 
compounded bis own fionour, f know not the man who coald 
resist. Now, from all the facts which have been proved, I 
anticipate your ready verdict. 

The Honourable John Joce ‘lyn was examined, and proved all 
the facts in which he was concerned, as stated by the Solicitor 
General; and he identitied the letters he had received from the 
prisoner. : 

On his cross-examination by Mr. Reigway. said the letters 
were all sealed’ when they came to his hand, 
received in the county of Louth. 

The Lord Mayor gave evidence to the examinatioa which 
took place before his Lordship, and handed ina written state- 
ment of what the prisoner had said in his presence, which was 
made by his Lordship’s clerk, and read to the prisoner, who ac- 
Knowledged if was correct: His Lordship observed, that there 
was a savage ferocity about him that never was surpassed. 

Elis Lordship was cross-examined by Mr. Wallace, relative 
to his authority and jurisdiction in interfering in Cases “between 
waster and servant. 

Here the statement made by the prisoner was given to be 
ead, butits tendency was such that it was not made public. 

Mr. Johnson, attorney, proved the payment of wages to thie 
prisoner &e, 

‘The Honorable the Lord Bishop of Ferns examined, 

Witness remembers to have met the prisoner in Sackville 
street.— Prisoner passed witness, and took off his hat ; 
him if he had left master—he said he had; desired him, as 
witness had but one servant in town, to come next morning to 
wash the carriage. On ‘Thursday morning witness went to “the 
He and saw prisoner on the ‘top of the carriage, cleaning 

; the carriage at this time was half in the lane; wituess did 
if remain there at the utmost more then three minutes and a 
half; did not see him again that day; cal ed next morning, 
which was F riday, and gave him a letter to take to the Rev. Mr, 
Harpur Monkstown : did not see him then more than four or 
five minutes, when he destred him to bring post horses to leave 
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town next morning—did not see him again that day. Wiiness, 
in the course of Friday, found the letter he had written to Mr. 
Merge to the country, “did not reach him until the day after he 
expected it would, and therefore he could not leave town on 
Saturday, as he intented. On Saturday morning, when the 
post horses came, he desired them to be sent away, (directed 
that the prisoner should be sent in, to be paid for what he had 
done that morning, when the witness gave him some silver, 
Prisoner did not remain in the room more than five minutes, 
and never was in the room after. Witmess left town aft-r 
uurch the next morning. 

Question by tie Solicitor-General.—Did your Lordship 
take or use any indecent familiarity with his person ?—No. 

Did your Lordship use any obscene or indecent conversa- 
tion with him? —J did not. Tam uot in the habit of doing so, 

Are the contents of that paper, which contains his charges 
against your Lordship, true or false ?—His Lordship rose, 
and in the most impressive and dignified manner, placed his 
hand upon his breast, and said—“ ‘alse.’ 

Here the counsel for the prisoner deciined to cross-examine 
his Lordship, and intimated to the Court that they had given 
up the case. 

Mr. Justice Fox then proceeded to pass sentence to thie 
following etlect :—‘“ James Byrne, you have been found guilty 
of a libel against the Bishop of Ferns, imputing to his Lord- 
ship an attempt to commit what is emphatically called an 
unnatural crime. You have also been found guilty, that, not 
confining to your own breast the horrid maligaity of your 
mind, you did conspire, with others unknown, to impute to 
the Right Reverend Prelate the horrid charze. I really am 
obliged to pause for words to express, in any. adequate terms, 
the feelings of my miud ~feelings which are painted in the coun- 
tenance of every person in the court, at the extreme auda- 
city of hardened guilt that could induce you to impute a crime, 
of this nature to such 2 man. I speak not to you for the 
purpose of exciting contrition; for it is impossible but that 
a heart which could imagine—a mind which could mark for 
destruction a character of such sanctified purity, must be 
utterly impenetrable to shame. You have caused an exposure 
in this court of a crime which can scarcely be thought of with- 
out horror and amazement—you have sought to asperse a 
clergyman of the established religion, raised by his Sovereign to 
the highest station In our church-—elevated still hirher by thoes 
virtues which are not made known by the casual ebulition 
of a day or of years, but by the whole pericd of a life de- 
voted fo the uniform exercise of every duty which becomes c 
man and a Christian, elevated by reliqran and education, ang 


we 
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hy those principles whieh, if he departed from them, would 
Aave made his guilt greater than that of ordinary men. 
What motive could mark out to your mind an individnal so 
exalted, to whom you were scarcely known, and with whom no 
probability of such an intercourse could exist? You have acted 
with adegree of guilty phrenzy, with horrid and unprincipled 
villainy, and, soaring above allidea of probability of being believ- 
ed, you have given ‘vent to so wicked a calumny that no idea is 
too horrible to be formed of you. That you, not the servant of 
the Bishop of Ferns, should be so infatuated as to expect that 
you should for a moment make it be credited that guilt of 
such a nature could make its way into such a mind, Is 
astonishing ; and I believe your effrontery is unprecedented. 
It may be, that you have been advised to do so, and how could 
the wicked folly of advice induce you to attack an ‘individual 
so unassailable, whose character would be sufficient to repel 
such a charge? Your crime is aggravated, if possible, by your 
attempt to “involve the malignity of your calumny into the 
privaie feeling of a noble family, so justly and so universally 
beloved. Under such feelings they acted consistent with the 
whole tenour of their lives. They have come forward to 
give evidence at the expense of those feelings which they 
must be more thaa men if they did not possess ; they did not 
enter into a compromise with your villany; but they boldly 
stepped forward to meet your charge in a court of justice. 
‘The sacred person who was the object ef your malignity, 
has unnecessarily produced himself in this court, to give 
the sanction ef his name and his virtues to an investigation 
of a charge which aimed against him the most deadly in- 


jury. It has already been mentioned that terror has frequently 


influenced the minds of men under charges of this kind, to yield 
to the demands of miscreants.--I mention this to contrast the 
dignity of mind, the purity of sentiment of those who dis- 
dained any compromise with guilt. ‘hat noble family possess 
an honourable ascendency in this country, and never did 
they earn their high reputation better than when, instead of 
vielding to the threats, they dragged them into light to deter 
other miscreants. It remains for ute to pronounce the sentence 
of the law which your crime is to be visited with; I regret 
that TE cannot make if more adequate to your guilt, but 
it is necessary that you should feel, for fhe purpose of deterring 
others from following so bad an example, Your sentence is, 
that you, James Byrne, be imprisoned 1 in the gaol of Kilmain- 
bam, tor two years from this date; that you are to be whipped 
three times at such periods as I shail appoint ; and that at the 
expiration of the two years you enter into security for your 
future conduct, yourself in 5001, ard tw) sureties in 200}, each 
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find a creat many curious matters in it, inde 
you will se: that the Lord Mayor of Dublin vw: Is ACCUSE 
Of detainn ne r soln. letters Delon: Dati ie to ine poor fellows s 
and a eae | i have received this mer: ne tells me that 
these papers were éefters from the B: shop’s Steward ' 
which had been artfully taken out of his possession 
Secondly, you will perceive that he was refused to be 
bailed, on this cherge of falsely accusing the Bishop : 
though the bishop h imself was read! y a dmitied to bail 
in a very trifling sum, thouzh detected in the commis- 
sion of a crime which the law punishes with death 
Phirdly, you will perceive that itwas determined to try 
him and to conviet him with delay, in order to white wasii 
the reptuation of é/e ae 

Then look : again, at the cant of the Solicitor General, 
th heh; lf of thie eee 8 dant tiow he loads hin 
with flattery which his own money had bought! sk iy 


t f 7 


he vilifies a poor defenceless fellow, who had nome 

to buy any ‘iatlery ol nim. What stuff have we is ol 
the virtues of a monster, because the monster happened 
to be rich! What infamy do we find heaped upon : 
man, who had endeavcured to expose vice, because he 


Now, Efanrah, do read this attentively aud you wil 
} 
i 





aas poor! Fhen eomes the Lord Adauor. to parry ihe 
accusation of having peers byrne of ils papers, Ly 


talkin: av of bis fe roe ity then the cet x etary PINE C 
hel his hand upon his heart—(Good Goi! 
has heart a id solemnly pronounces that the aceuse- 


Rss aN Tee es *> ; Hl Z i ba 
Sion is Sa USsf ipen comes the ji USt ea, and he PuaVs 
\ | nr? ‘ r f ha" H »? ' S. } "wee ; 
over again the part played bv tlie Solicitor General, 
f i ‘ * val ' yoy : bt _ ce ~~ ; } "7% . ove : af “| 
recapitulates the eminent piety, and virtues of the clet 
» . gir ann ‘ loan 7 « . > treat . 5 g}, “+ ary ** 
ca mOMmscer, cldalh GALELTOSt SUP pi [Cares from id \ ya vel 
i t RRS IEE ae rey ie, - 
dlict of : ouilty avast ab mnocen! man. H ISP 
F y : ie es es ¥ 4 mat «yt Md 7. ee s 
of Ne ble Ly uilt ai rf titied } iiké tn pt CVall. tail i at YOrah c. &3 
‘ ee ae nie 
cunity iS returned. se nlene © of Zwo year: Piso 


MERE, aid Fae Oo of fh. Ce fit IY GJergs CRISH vPLlod.- 
y ah! NG ‘s, Han: realy} Ls sronounced. A nit now fel me bes : 


5 


> ‘s*) ‘ °> } ‘ y 3 " ¥ ~ 
of you to imagine poor Byrne stripped and floored, lor- 
J ‘ e L 


3 C= 
tured and bieeding, as my information says, ‘* vatil the 
_ ‘ “ 
“last spark of life and feeling had nearly becomes 
Sextiinct.” Another fozeing, another fresh Flogging 
; vv 


« 7 ¥ : z i * ae Ss s é : 
remawwec:-—but the man’s bleed, it seems, had 


~~ est > 
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aot puriied the Bishop’ s character. [tit was neces- 
sary to obtain from the victim an acknowledgment that 
he was culty. ‘Phe cant of the prosecutors had obiain- 


¥ 


ed a verdict from ihe e jury: ; but be public remamed un- 
satisfied. ‘Pherefore, under the iniluence of the rack, 
and in dread of renewed torture, he was requested to 
sign a confession that he had spoken falsely. His wife, 
his childre - hits remembrance of the torture he haa ex- 
perience’, “ie duced him te comply. But as soon as the 
Bishop’ s paieon had carried off the declaration, Byrne 
addressed the Sheriff with—“ Mr. Hardy, notwithstand- 
‘“‘ing | have signed that paper, my accusation Was 
“true!” Whoean doubt this NOW? Who doubts 
that the regkt reverend father was then guilty of 
perjury to prevent the discov ery of a crime deserving 
death, by the commision of MURDER!—for had 
Byrne died under the lash, it would have been an atro- 
rious murder 


i need not say more, Tam satisfied, to convince you 
that you have been wasting time upon the “ dower or- 
* ders,” which would be better devoted to the “* higher 
6 classes, Leave the former to Mg, Hannah. ‘They 
are attentive, and discriminating ; and will give no trou. 
hle to ani tutors but you are <¢ imongst a ‘sad set, who 
want a genius to veltinnwis them. YVouare a eenius ! If 
i since visthty, ¢ some Bishop said so: and “that is un 
doubted authority. Set io work then, Hannah. They 
will listen to you, and when you can shew us one of the 
piliars of ciiher Chureb, or State, without fault, J will 
ensure you that he shali se s without reproach, and the 
wublie will adore him to his heart’s content. 

Ti LE BLACK DWARF. 
.S. By the bye, Tiannah, I see a poor soldier, one 
John Furnall, has beea fle wered so severely, as to die of 
the consequences, This sccurred last week, at Hull, 
fannaa:—and the ae fellow had only offered for sate 


some ess spoons, Which he was accuse 1d of kno ving to 
] 2 te s\ 3 ey Au? 33 * ‘ } 5” . SC « ate ie) Wa) 
Le riap! 58) ot ee Gioratherd. i 21S is a very shock Ing thing. 


srannal;—and if Mr. Cobbett had not been imprisoned 
two years, and nned a thousand pounds, for saying some- 
thing alinnt tha acaall f floroing soldiers—and if i 


ning avout tne cruelty of 
TT AK) n ’ | } 1 rk » 5 ' * ? . 
vt = ROY i? 3 ty? ¥ r cy pa QO; {ioe 04 0 ret\ Our for rive years, 
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Hannah, I would say it was an accursed thing, Hannah 
Thou knowest, Hannah, if the spoons had not “been mess - 
spoons, the matter would have been a joke:—and to 
convert a joke into a ----—, because the spoons were 
mess spoons, is too bad, Hannah! Do give us a treat 
against flogging soldiers to — 


PROROG ATION OF PARLIAMENT. 











This Session has terminated! and all the fine hopes 
that the Farmers have indulged, are at an end. They 
have all been dissolved into “ thin air ;” and we may 
now ask, will they entertain any farther expectations of 
relief, from any other source than a complete reform ? 
Let it always be kept in mind, that the present amount 
a of the taxation will purchase more produce than the 
highest taxation of the war! If the farmer had to pay 
in wheat instead of in money, at the two periods, he 
} would have to pay 5 bushels now, for every four that he 
| paid at the highest period of the war taxation! The 
bi | farmer pays now as much in produce, as he did when 
| the infamous Property Tax was in existence—for more 
can be bought with the present amount of the 
revenue, than could then have been purchased by the 
taxes, the Property Tax included. Yet the Ministers 
and their hirelings, dare to talk of the reduction of 
daxes, because two millions have been remztted, instead 
of twenty, which might have been remitted. ‘These 
b things are rather fedt than known by the farmers; but ’ 
* | they are making their way, by appealing to the pockets 
| of the agriculturists. They all feel there is something 
wrong, though they do not exactly know the cause. 
They see themselves losing money, on the same ground 
where they have seen fortunes rade; and they find that 
even the possession of the land, is converted into an 7n- 
gury instead of a benefit. They stare at this; and tell 
the Parliament ef it. Lord help them! The Parlia- | 
ment knows more of the cause than they do. 


a oe 





R. W.’s Kssay wasset up for this number, but the press of 
matter prevented itsingertion, Lt wall yet reach York before Mr 
Fawkes, 
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PUBLIC DINNER AT BIRMINGAAM, IN 
HONOUR OF MR. WOOLER. 





(a presenting a detail of the proceedings at the dinner provided 
at Birmingham, on Monday last, on the occasion of Mr. Wooler’s 
Uberatioa from imprisonment, we have to entreat the indulgence 
vf the public for the abridged mauuer in which the report ts 
wade: to give a complete account of the transactions of that 
day, would consume morethan our pages will admit. We trust, 
however, that tie following epitome of what took place, is suffi- 
ciently accurate to convey “to. those who were not present, the 
manner in which the worthy Radicals of Birmingham honoured 
Mr. Wooler, on his leaving the dungeon of the ‘* common enemy.” 
For some time previous to the 29th ult., there had been a con- 
stant succession of rain, and it was greatly feared that its conttuanec 
would damp the expected proceedings ; but the day was ushered 
in with every probability of fair weather; the Sun of Liberty 
rose early in the morning, attended with all the radiance of its 
glory, and the inhabitants welcomed it with the most lively de- 
monstrations of joy: it was looked upon as a propitious omen, 
by the people.—It may now, perhaps, be necessary to observe, 
that to such a fallen state are the pablicans of Birmingham re- 
duced, that not a man among them could be found sufficiently 
daring to provide the dinner within his walles and the Commiltee 
who arranged the proceedings, being determined not to be jostled 
out of their intention of providing the dinner, evinced a shew of 
patriotisn worthy to be recorded, and resolved to overcome all 
difticulties, by erecting a noble and capacious !yvoth expressly forthe 
purpose. ‘Previous to the dinuer, we went to inspect this place, 
and were much pleased wilh its appearance: it was built in a 
firm, substantial manner, completely secure from the weather ; 
and in the inside it was tastefully decorated with laurel, flowers, 
ribbands, and other emblems of trinmph. Flags and "mdinas were 
displayed in different pacts of this immense place : > over the situa- 
tion assieved for the Chairman, was a beautiful silk flag, bearing 
the inscription in letters of sold, ‘*Gop ARMS THE Paraior,” 
which was surrounded with laurel wreaths; opposile to this was 
another flag, on which was inscribed the words engraved on every 
Briton’s heart,“ Ligerty or Deatu.” A large tri-coloured silk 
banner attracted particular attention ; on it was recorded * From 
Unity preeeeds Strength,” and encircled with flowers was “Unite ano 
BE Free; under which was ** England, Scotland, and Ireland.” On 
the right of the Chair was a flag ** Masor Carrwricat’s Bite oF 
Ricuts AND Linertries,” and ‘farther on * Sir Charles Wolseley, 
and No Corn news.’ On the left of the Chair, a flag: motto, 
* Thomas Jonathan Pooler, and the Liberty of the Press.” in a 
large serojl on auother flay. was * England expecis every Man to 
do his Duty ;" aud another flag stated, that * Fer a Netion lo be 
Pree, it is sufficient that she willy it;” another, ‘© The Sovereignty 
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of the People.’ But it would he tmpossible accurately to describe 
the whole i the interior of the booth ; ; it was a sight we would 
not have omitted secing for all the wealth of Peru. But to pro. 

ceed with our narrative: Mr. Wooler had notified to the Commit- 

tee, that he had no desire for a public entry into the town, ov the 
ground that he did not wish to become a prominent object in a 
procession ; in consequence of this, no notification was given of 
a public entry being contemplated. Nevertheless, on Monday 
morning, the people collected in thousands and tens of thou- 

sands around the place where the Committee were sitting, and 
there being no altervalive, those gentlemen with rosettes on then 
breasts and laurel ww their hats, proceeded on the read to Warwick 
tu meet the fearless advocate of the people’s rights; they were 
tollowed by a most excellent band, playing ‘‘ Ye Warwickshire 
Lads,” and by the people in countless multitudes. On their arrival 
at the Mermaid, they met Sir Charies Wolseley, Mr. Wooler, and 
friends, in three carriages. But, oh! God! how is it possible to 
describe the sensations of the people atthis moment? Every head 
uncovered! every voice exerted !—Wooler, Wolseley, Northinore, 
were among the Reformers of Birmingham; the former just 
liberated from the strong-hold of his oppressors, after suffering 
fifteen menths incarceration. The Gods themselves might envy 
this sight! What were the triumphs of Wellington, compared 
with this? Here was the homage of a faithful ‘people paid to 
the generous lteaders of Reform. Mr. Lakins, the Chairman of 
the Committee, advanced with a steady air, and in the name of 
the assembled party, welcomed Mr. Wooler into Birmingham, by 
reading the following address: — 

" Sin,—The Committee for arranging the proceedings of the 
public dinner to be provided this day, have deputed me to wel- 
come you into Birmingham, after so long and cruel imprisonment 
in the dungeon of your enemies. J wish the task had fallen inte 
abler hands; yet, I must confess that I feel proud of the delegated 
honour of addressing you, on such an interesting occasion. Tue 
cause for which you, Sir, have so severely suliere di is the cause of 
the people; and they will ever feel grateful for your exertions in 
support of their happiness and liberties—You see before you, 
men whose principles coincide with your own; and, in fact, with 
those of every man who isnot, in sume degree, instrumental in 
supperting that — systern of delusion and oppression, 
which, unfortunately, the people have suffered till its grievances 
are become too heavy to be longer endured with patience. —We now 
see misery spreading its devastating effects amongst every class 
of society, with the exception of the Jews and Jobbers of the 
System, whose riches appear to encrease ju proportion as the pro- 
perty of private individuals decreases ! However, Sir, leaving these 
miallers to dake their course, or to be arrested in their progress 
by the energy of the people, lam sure Tl express the sentiments of 
every individual in this large assembly, when ! state, that we are 
happy tosce you again at liberty; and trem fhe hottom of our 
hearls, we abhor and dctest your merciless oppressors. The day 
cannot be far distant, when wnerning Justice shall cuide the helm 
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of State , aud till that eventful era arrives, Tam confident T may 
venture to promise you the support of the Reformers you see 
befere you, in your efforts to hasten its arrival.” 

Mr. Wooten then addressed the Committee and the multitude, 
to the following effect:—Gentlemen, for these marks of your 
estecin—for this assurance of your respect, allow me to thank you 
most fervently. You see me again amongst you, uninjured in 
health, untamed in spirit, unshaken in mind; and eager again to 
join you in the march onward to the Goal of Reform ! We were told 
that the distresses of the country were solely owing to the cla- 
mour that was made about them; and that if the “ distucbers of 
the public peace,” (among whom I have had the good fottune to 
be deemed one, by certain persons who are so comfortably situa- 
ted that they do net like to be disturbed) would only be quiet, 
there would be no such thing as distress any more heard of. You 
laugh at this, and well you may; but there are honourable Seaa- 
tors who are silly enough to believe it; or else wicked enough to 
say what they do not believe. However that may be, the power 
of delusion is at an end, as far asthe people are concerned: and 
there are no means of persuading you that the Reformera have 
caused the burthen of the imoderate taxation of which they com- 
plain ; or that they have enacted the arbitrary laws under which 
the nation groans with an indignant impatience. The course of 
events has been favourable to us, and converted our former predic- 
tions into historical facts. The effects of a bad system, are even 
fast recruiting our ranks from the ranks of our oppressors; and 
though there may belittle dependence upon such recruits, still, if 
they add vothing to our force, their desertion diminishes the force 
of our opponents. Lam truly glad to perceive that, while our 
enemies are thus changing, you remain the same; and I trust 
that our steady perseverance in the glorious cause of liberty, 
willbe crowned by witnessing her triumph over a system that con- 
verts abundance into a curse, and reproaches Providence for its be- 
nevolence.—(Gencral cheers.) 

Sir Cuantes Worspixy then addressed the multitude, having 
been announced to the assembly by Mr. Saxton, Sir Charles said 
the formality of introducing him, made it appear as 1f he were a 
sew mans but they would remember he was their legislatorial 
attorney, and that they would never fiad him a new man ino the 
cause of Reform. 

Mr. Nortnmore was then introduced to the assembly by Mr. 
Wooler, and addressed them in an appropriate speech, in which 
he remarked and lamented the apathy of the English gentlemen 
at such an awful crisis: —and said he found himself happy to take 
his place in theranks of the people who were endeavouring to 
obtain a Radical Reform. | 

Mr. Epmonps, Mr. Saxton, and Mr. Joanston, of Manches- 
ter, severally congratulated the people on the occasion, and the 
multitude began to return towards the town; the Committee 
led the way, followed by the band which on Mr. Wooler’s 
arrival struck up ‘ See the Conquering Hero comes,’ and con. 
‘mued te play the most enlivening airs till the party reached the 
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place of destinalion The people took the horses from the 
caroages aod drew them with their arats linked to each other , 
sud we solensaly deciare that this triumphal procession of more 
than FORTY THOUSAND PROPLE, thus linked tegether, wag 
the most glorious spectacle we ever beheld. As the procession pro 
ceeded up the hill in Digbeth, it was particularly striking ; and Mr 
Wooler stated it to be the grandest sight he had ever witnessed 
inthe course of his existence. !t has been computed that up- 
wards of 1000 persons were in the booth, and mmediately after 
dinner a great number of very respectable ladies entered the 
place according to arrangement, and were accommodated with seats 
~—their presence added greatly to the interest of the scene. 

Sir Cuanics Weisency, Bart. took the Chatr amid the aeciama- 
tions of the company. On his right hand was MR. WOOLFR, 
THE HERO OF wHe Day!!! Next to whom were the persecuted 
patriots of Birmingham, Messrs. Edmonds, Ragg, Whitworth, 
Hussell, Brandis, and others. On the Chairman’s left hand 
were YHomas Nortumore, Esq., Mr. Robertshaw, of Derby, 
and a number of other gentlemen from different parts of the 
country. After the ladies were seated, the band struck up to the 
tune of ** Zhe Song of Slaugiter.” 

Sir Cuoariers Worsetey then rose, and after an eloquent and 
teeline address proposed as a toast ** The Sovereignty of the 
People.’ 

Tune-—** The Tyrelese Hymn of Liberty.’ 

Letters from Major Cartwright, the Rev. Henrg Cresswell , 
and Oliver Hayward, Esq., aud other gentlemen whose attendance 
had been requested, but to whom it was mconvenient to attend, 
were now read, and the expressions of ardent patriotism they con 
tained, ebcited the most unbounded applause 

Mr, Saxton ufter an animated speech, here read the following 
Address from the Reformers of Leeds tou Mr Wooler, on his re 
lease from confinement :— 

f BE ADDRESS FROM THE REFORMERS OF LEEDS IN YORKSHIRE, Ti 
MR. T. J. WOOLER 

** Respected Sir, 

* Permit us to say, that it is with the most beart- 
felt satisfaction, we are now enabled to congratulate vou on the 
termination of your uninerited imprisonment, and whilst we re 
foice at your return to the comforts of domestic, social, and 
friendly intercourse, we cannot bat view wilh feclings of indigna 
tien the conduct of your Oppressors in depriving you of those 
comforts, the common blessings of manu, which the kind hand of 
Providence has dispersed to soften the cares, smooth the rugged 
paths, and sweeten the bitter cup of human life. ‘To lear you 
from the-e, was to suateh you from all the sweets of existence 
save one,” and that the oppressor’s hand can never reach, ** a self 
approving conscience.” You asked for liberty, aud you received 
au additional portion of slavery. You fearlessly advocated the 
rights of the people, and you were torn trom them and deomed to 
a state of cloomy seclusion. Yes, Sir, we are convinced that it was 
for your patriotic exertions m behalf of the people that you have 


been compelled toe count se nmiiay dreary hours of continement 
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We cannot but remember, then well may you remember, that 
the seasons have rolled round on your captivity; the vivifying 
showers of spring, the summer sun maturing Nature’s feast, the 
autumnal horn of plenty, and even the winter s social hearth and 
theie varied blessings have been dispeused, and stern oppression 
forbad them reaching you. But we rejoice, that now the hand of 
tyranny is stayed, that your prison doors are thrown open, that 
you are again permitted to breathe a purer air, and range at large, 
no one daring to say, ‘* whither goest thou?” And pe rmit os, Sir, 
to say, that we are assured of a continuance of your able exertions 
in the cause of Freedom. Your labours during your captivity 
warrant such an assurance, for yon have shewn the abettors of cor: 
ruption that they cannot, by mearcerating the body, enslave a frec- 
boro mind; and your re turn to society by its animating influence, 
and the facilities which it will afford you in the wreat work of 
Reform, cannot fail to plant another thorn in the breast of Cor- 
ruption. We contemplate with the most pleasurable sensation, your 
reception at Birmingham, and participate in the gratifying plec- 
sures there. How must every bosom glow with extacy, how must 
every eye clisten with delight, to see you surrounded with tried 
Friends of Freedom, headed by the independent Baronet who has 
so recently suffered in the glorious cause, and that great political 
jiuminary Mr. Cobbett. And had the brave Captive of Ilchester 
been amongst you, then indeed would your joy have beea coinpiete. 
Butere long, and that indefatigable Champion of Liberty will be at 
Jarge;and then with a Cobbett bearing the torch of Truth, exposing 
corruption to the very core: a Hunt ever re ady to attack her in 
her strongest fortresses ; a Wolseley eager to raze the walls of her 
hastiles ; anda Wooler placing in the hands of his Dwarf his two 
edged sword which he has heretofore so dexterously wielded, to 
the annoyance of corruption, as to cause “the galled jade to 
winee.”” With such chieftains as these, we may tn deed autiei pate a 
glorious campaign. - now, Sir, permit us to thank you fo: 
your excellent letter, ** On the mischief of idle dissentions’? We 
cordially agree aa the sentiments therein contataed; we are 
convinced that it is to a want of real liberality that such dissen- 
tions are attributable, and persons wanting such liberality are, in 
our opinions, waqualified to advocate the cause of civil and reli 
gious Liberty. For that letter, with all your other valuable 
commuuications, believe us, Sir, you have our grateful acknow, 
ledgments, and with our warmest wishes for your health and hap- 
piness, and for the success of all your patriotic and virtuous un- 
dertakings, 
We remain, 
Respected Sir. 
Your's, with every fe. ling of respect, 


rHE REFORMERS OF LEEDS 


sy rh "4 3 ’ the ‘h: man } nr s T rT. ej 
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beholf of the Meeting, \ 
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Mr. Attwuod's note to the Committee for conducting the Pubas 
Dinner in honour of Mc. Wooler was next read, 
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** Pirmingham, 22d July, 1822. 

Mr. Thos. Attwood presents his respects to the Committee for 
conducting Mr. Wooler’s dinver, and begs to return them his. sin- 
cere thanks for the honour of their invitation. 

It would have given bim much pleasure to have availed himself 
of this opportunity of shewing respect to a gentleman of singular 
talent and firmness, who, in his judgment, has suffered wron,fully 
m his country’s cause; bnt under all the circumstances of his situa- 
tion, he finds himself ob!iged to deny himself that pleasure. 

Ke begs leave to say, however, that afier mature reflection upon 
the experienve which the present system of goyernment affords, he 
has become a decided convert to Mr. Wooler’s opinions with respect 
to the representation of the people; aud he fully believes, that a 
Rascal Reform in the Commons House of Parliament, is necessary 
for the national welfare. 

But, in thus recommending a great and vital change in the exist- 
me state of Parliament, Mr. A. would be fearful in calling in the 
aid of Universal Suffrage without the qualification of property, 


which, in his judgment, would necessarily lead to the right of sit. 


ding tn Parliament without the qualification of property. He would 


rather prefer repealing any of those laws, which may possibly give 
a colour to sach a right in the abstract. 

if Mr. A. were called upon to devise a plan of Parliamentary 
Reform, he would confine his effurts to three grand poiots; aii 
tending to preserve the machinery of the constitution on the foot 
ing, to which the practice of ages, and the habits of the national 
mind, have accommodated it. He would say tothe Parliament 
—First, repeal the Septernnial Act,—Second, dismiss all Placemen 
from the Leuse of Commons—and, Thirdly, cut off the rotten 
Boroughs, and tranfer their Franchises to the great towns and 
counties, When trese grand points sball have been secured, Mr. 
A. considers that if any defects should then appear in the practice 
of the covernment, they could be only such as are inherent in the 
character of our peopie, aud are net to be remedied by any const:- 
tutional means. 

Mr. A. begs to apologise, for troubling the Committee so much 
Mt feneth. Ina question of such vilal inportance, and so inti- 
mately consected with Mr. Wooler’s name, he hopes that the 
expression of bis opinions may not be deemed ill-timed.” 

The Chairman, after passing very high eunlogiums on Mr.Wocler, 
complimenting him for his disinterested devotedness to his coun- 
try’s inierests, and the services he had rendered to all mankind 
through the medinm of his isveluable writings, proposed to the 
company, * The health of Mr.Thomas Jonathan Weoler, the able ang 
eloquenl and intrepid defenécr of the people's rights.’—This being 
drank with 9 times 9 rounds of applause sufficient to deafea all 
the enemres of popular feeling , 

Mr. Woorer, after a reiterated shout of approbation had sub- 
sided, rose to thank the assembiy. He said the feelings natura! 
to such a situation as the preud one in which he then stood 
before them, were not to be expressed; but he trusted they would 
be fully appreciated by those who had done bim that day so much 
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honour, as to consider him not only an ardent, but a useful ser 
vant in the common cause, Thesituation he held was the highes 
that could be assigned him, until the period should arrive which 
night call him to witness the triumph of their honest wishes in the 
succes: of reform:—for next to the gratification of obtaining 
success, was the satisfaction of enjoying the confidence of those 
with whom we are engaged, and the contentment of one’s own con- 
science. He had witnessed the most sublime and majestic spectacle 
that social nature could afford—an immense multitude assembled 
spontaneously at the sound of the trumpet of reform—the whole 
population of Birmingham had been poured into its streets 
—and yet maintaining the most sacred order—the scene remind- 
ing one of the best periods of Greece and Kome;—and of our 
own country, ‘shen the British Lion walked his native woods, in the 
proud consciousness of security in his own strength; but fara- 
bove the petty idca of using it against his insect enemies. To 
have been the individual in joy at whose release this feeling had 
been manifested, was a satisfaction beyond all price; and the ele- 
vation on which he then stood, of more value in his eyes, than the 
proudest throne in Europe! The period of hisimprisonment had 
mot been idly passed; and the aspect of the day shewed that the 
cause of Reform had not been retarded, because the Reformers 
had marched more sileatly than before. The Addresses and con- 
gratulations, that met him there, from ali parts of the country, 
were sufficient proofs of this; and it was a great pleasure to 
koow that he had spoken as effectually, and as usefally from his 
prison abode, as from his ordinary residence, He could not but 
rejoice at the altered feeling which had beeu produced among part 
of the opponents of Reform. Almost every conscientious oppo- 
nent, had abandened his opposition: and the letter of Mr. Att- 
wood to the Meeting, did equal honour to the individual, and to 
the comyany assembled. He had nobly thrown aside conclusions 
which his mature reflection did not confirm as just;—and the 
difference of opinion remaining between him and them, would 
certainly be removed when Mr. Attwood had examined the ne- 
cessity of Universal Suffrage as closely as the necessity of that 

adical Reforia m the represeataticn of the people, to which 
he professed himself to have become a convert; andhe (Mr. W.) 
felt the full value of the compliment which Mr. Attwood paid him, 
in naming him as one of the teachers of that Reform. It was 
not necessary to repeat there the arguments op which Universal 
Suffrage was rested as the only means of securing the advantages 
of Reform; bathe could not avotd noticiog the plausible but 
paltry query of Mr. Curran, who asked ** whether you would 
** give a vole toa beggar on the bridge?” He answered yes—quite 
as soon to the beggar on the bridge, as to the beggar at the court 
—and much saoner would he give a vote to the beggar on the 
bridge, than the disposal ef the lives and fortunes of the people to 
a beggar at the Treasury. When the opponents of Universal 
Suifrage could shew him a man upon whom the state laid no bur- 
thens, he would admit they had discovered a man who was not 
entitied to vote:—but while the state burthened all, and enforced 
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the services of all, he could not understand the nature of its rigé 
to proscribe any from a voice in the election of those who make 
a0 frec with their properties and lives! This question was not then 
before them. Itis the business of the people to determine what sys- 
tem they will have; for if all power emanate from them, and 
should be delegated for their benefit, it is for them to order, and 
their representatives to obey. The present system could not boast 
of exemption from any absurdity ; and it would be a whimsical 
test of the gravity of a company of sensible men, to propose fer 
the first time such a system as that which was the envy and 
sdmiration of the world! Suppose one senator shonld say to his 
brethren, 1 have two pig-styes at Appleby, and 1] want two repre- 
sentatives for them :—that another should demand two representa- 
tives for an oldtree at Old Sarum; and athird to propose half a 
dozen venison-eaters of Ins acquaintance as very proper persons 
to elect representatives for the borough which they taxed to find 
them venison! But munstrous as these beauties of the system are, 
they are nothing to that happy contrivance of corruption, which 
secures the representation of the pigsties, the old tree, and the 
venison-eating Aldermen, by proclaiming that the people shail not 
be represented at all! The exposure of such a monstrous system 
anust lead to its downtall. It has no basis in reason ; it stands only 
on the pedestals of force and fraud. Take away these two slits, 
and down will the Dagon fall. But we must be earnest in ovr 
exertions to remove them. They will not fall at the mere flourjsh 
of the trumpet. The Reformers must put their shoulders to 
the wheel. It isquite useless to pray to our borough idols to 
lessen the weight of their pressure; aud to labour with any effe ct, 
all those degrading jealousies, all those petty animosities, which 
have so niuch injured the cause of Reform, and the reputation of the 
reformers, must be foregone. They are too contemptible to be 
particulacised ; but it will be requisite in future to consider all 2s 
seasing to be reformers, when they can find nothing more impor- 
fant to do, than to quarrel with each other, and vauseate the pub- 
Jic with petty disputes between A. B. and C, To know what 
aman is, let usask what he is doing? 1f be is quarreiling with 
his friends, when he should be fighting his enemies, he is vot 
worth muoch either as soldier, or leader. There is quite enovgh 
for all of us to do:—and those who leave their own duty, lo 
Interrupt othersin the discharge of theirs, are fighting the battles 
of the enemies of reform; aud have no longer any pretence to 
be called reformers, at least until they return totbeir duty. Ido nat 
find myself equal to the task of commenting upon the almost 
countless subjects, which on this occasion press upon the consider- 
ation. My health, | beheve, is unimpaired; but want of practice 
makes exertion painful: and I must, therefore, conclude with 
remarking, that itis public support aione that can give any effect 
to the labours of public men; and that if the public are indif- 
ferenttv their own interests, it 1s impossible they should be essen- 
tially served by any man. The proud display of feeling which had 
animated Birmingham to-day, was a suffictent proof that the inha- 
bilantsot Birmingham were willing, and able, to do their duty tx 








THE BLACK DWARF. 205 


he common cause; and thrice happy in having been the humble 
vastrument in calling it forth, with the most sincere thanks for 
their personal attention, and with still more pleasure at the effect 
i could not fail to produce, be concluded with assuring thein, 
tuat their exertions and assistance were necessary to enlarge the 
Dwarf to the dimensions of a Giant; yet whether he were 
Dwarf, or Giant, he would always endeavour to be active aad 
useful, 

After the applause that followed this address, was sung @ 
song, composed for the occasion, ** Vooler and Liberty.’ 

Tune—** Sce the conquering Hero come.” 

Mr. Epmonps had a toast to propose to the company which 
he had no doubt would meet with their entire concurrence. An 
English Baronet was amoag them; not a servile aristocratical 
tool of power; but a genuine, sterling patriot, who had nobly 
dared to deviate from the customs of his equals in rank, and rush 
to the support of an injured people. (Great applause.) He (Me. 
HW.) thought that every individual throughout England, Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland, was greatly indebted to Sir Charles Wolseley 
for the parthe hadtaken againstthe destroyers of human liberty. 
(Bravo.) 1f they wanted an insiance of his readiness to serve them 
at any moment, they might witness itin having him among them 
on the present occasion—with what alacrity had the worthy 
Saronet obeyed their call to preside this day—he thought they were 
in duty boundtohononr sucha patrioticact, and he was sure he 
need not say another word to induce them to shew their attach. 
ment to the person of Sir Charles Wolseley, whose health he nad 
the honour to propose.—Drank with 3 times 3 and great anima- 
tron. 

Tune—‘* Ye Gentlemen of England.” 

Sir Caarves Wousevey rose amid the plaudits of the meeting, 
and observed that the approbation of his countrymen was the 
geeatest gratification he could receive. He trusted they would 
believe him when he said that he preferred soch a demonstration 
uf their feeling, before all the honoura which it was in the power 
of Kings and Em, erors to bestow. (Bravo.) It was become the duty 
of every honest mau, to use every effortto stem that torreat of 
corruption which threatened every moment to undermine the 
foundation-stone of civil society; and for his own part, he had 
resolutely made up his mind, never to shrink from his post, so 
long as the vital spark of life remained within him. (Wolseley for 
ever!) They were embarked in the cause of Radical Referm, 
which be was convinced was necessary for the salvation of 
the country. (Cheers.) If the people persevered towards that 
object, they must eventually obtain it; and unless they sought 
to possess it by every means in their power,. he, for one, would 
say, that they did not deserve it. However, trom the spirit he 
had this day seen displayed, it would be impossible for him to 
despair; and he wouldsay, that if they did oot relax in their 
exertions, the day of their triumph could not long be deferred . 
The star of Liberty was likely to burst forth into a resplendeat 
sur, which would shine without distinction upon them all. [The 
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Baronet called upon the company to recollect that he was unde 
heavy recognizances, to be of good behaviour towards the 
* Powers that be,” and he intended to fulfil those recognizances by 
being of good hehaviour to fhe peopte. | He had a sentiment to 
propose to them, which he conceived was a proper one: it was as 
follows ; 

** The immortal Memory of the Barons of diunnymede, who forced 
the Tyrant, Joun, tv sign Macva Cyartra; and may the Barons 
of every age, emulate their glorious exemple.” (Great applause.) 

Mir. WooLeR rose to propose the health of a brother conspirator 
--who had happily intimidated his enemies so far by his virtues, 
that oppression, vot daring to touch his honoured head, had been 
obliged to content itself with putting its hands into his pockels, 
and taking out a hundred guineas, as a fine, for daring to be 
present when the rights of the people were discussed. Though he 
should have been proud to have had his company that day, he 
rejoiced that prudence had prevented him frem joining them, as 
his hfe was too valuable to have his health endangered by a jour- 
wey of such a length. 

He proposed ** the health of the veneraliie Major Cartwright— 
the personification of inflexible virtue, and in-exlinguishable 
patriotisos, whose heart buras with the love of Liberty, even 
under the cold hand of Death.” 

Song.—** The Tyrolese Hymn of Liberty,” loudly encored (3 
times 3) 

The Chairman was sow about to submit to them the health of 
a gentleman who had peculiar claims to their support—he meant 
the Captive of Ilchester, Henny Runt. (Tremendous shouting.) 
He was glad to hear that deafening approbation of a man Whose 
whole life had been identified with the best tmlerests of his couc- 
try. (God bless him.) Mr. Hunt, he was satisfied, would never 
shrink from his post:—le would never desert the people so long 
as they acted the part of men. He had visited Mr. Hunt in 
his horrible Bastile; and he had heard the greai Pairiot declare 
befere the Higi Altar of Liberty, that he would rather perish in 
the midst of his direst enemies, than live a degraded slave ; (7/uz 
22!) and if Mr. Hunt did not fully rely upon the energies of the 
people, he (Sir Charles) had no hesitation in giving it as his firm 
conviction, oppression would feel the prowess of Mr. Hunt's 
single arm. (Cheers.) He would uot detain them another mo 
ment. 

* The Captive of Uchester,’ Henry Hunt; an} may his exer 
tions to bring the murderers of Peterloo to justice, be crowned 
with complete success.”’ | 

This toast was received with the most unvounded expressions 
of approbation, which continued several tinultes. After the 
cheering bad in some measure subsided, the band struck up, “ Oh ! 
give me Death or Liberty !” | 

Soug—Mr. Butier, “* What eer our fate in Freedorm’s cause.” 

Sir CyHarues Woxuserey neat observed, if was become the 
fashion ta deery the man who was resolute enovgh to stand 
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Sorward the advocate of an oppressed and msulting nation—as & 
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yerson aiming at the destruction of property, religion, and doinestic 
comforts of life:—and to such an extent was oppression able to 
opeent its poisonous precepts, with the assistance of Parsons, Justices, 
Lords Lieutenants, Police-officers,and a long train of well paid hire- 
ings, that he really felt a little surprised their effects were not 
more widely diffused. Men of rank were coming forward to join the 
ranks of the Radical Reformers; and though they came late, they 
should be allowed to partake of the clory, as couverts te the 
** poor Radicals; and he hoped they would persevere with as much 
ardour as those Radicals had persevered before them. There stood 
near him a gentleman, not a new convert, but one who had 
always gone hand in hand with the friends of liberty. That gentle- 
man was Mr. Northmore. (Great applause.) He was happy to 
sve that they duly appreciated Mr. Northmore’s conduct. He could 
assure them, Mr. N. was a person who might be implicitly eclied 
upou, when his assistance was accessarg ; ‘aad hs should propose 

—‘‘the health of Thomas Northmore,, Esq., with the thanks ef 
the Meeting, for the henour of his company on this occasion.” (3 
times 9, succeeded by great applause.) Mr. Nortumore an- 
swered :— 

“} have never in wy life been so much gratified as by the con- 
duct of the Reformers of Birmingham—so patient , 80 Wise, $0 pro- 
vident, and yet so firm and decided on all occasions, as to be be- 
yond all praise: alike disregarding bayonets, dungeons, and the 
quirks and quibbles of .the law, in the journey to the haven of 
liberty, guided by the polar star of truth. I have come to the 
liberation of one patriot, from the dungeon of another—i mean 
that of Mr. Hunt (Cheers); who I am sorry to say has lost. five 
years of his life from the effects of his incarceration. (Shame! a 
eye-sight is affected; aud he has exchanged the hale aspect of : 
country-gentleman, for the paleness produced by an wéuliales 
some dungeon. But his spirits are yet as high as ever, his mind 
is in full vigour, and his soul is HERE at this moment exhorting 
you to perseverance,and applauding your glorious efforts—(Cheers), 
Aud Lam glad to see that be ts in your recollection also, as havine 
done more in gaol than mest men have done out of it; as hay- 
ing razed gaols to the ground, and sent Gaolers and Justices to 
the right-about; for it is now determined that the gaol shall 
be demolished: and if there be any justice in the county, a mony- 
ment will be raised on its scite to Henry Hunt. Besides this, hea 
has obtained an Act to legalize the sale of that beverage, for veud- 
ing which he was fined £200, and had his manor threatened to 
be seized and confiscated to the Crown !—The aifections of the 
county ate with him; and the inhabitants arc now preparing a 
piece of plate to present him with on his liberation, which will 
be one of exultation and triumph to the whole country. [ have 
heard there are two spies in the room; and you all Know thai 
their business is not to hear what is said, but what is noé said; not 
to see what is done, but what is uot done: and though we are as 
quiet and as loyal as we ought to be, it is very likely they will say 
we are a set of noisy and disaffected fellows! So, if you find 
any two in the company more noisy thao the rest, bring them 
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to me, and, as | ain a Magistrate of the County of Devon, f wii 
swear them in as special constables, to keep the peace—(Cheers). 
i said we were Joyal, and | will prove it by the unquestionable 
authority of our late King, who, in 1771, said, ‘1 have no othet 
object, and I can have no other interest,than to reign in the hearts 
of a free aud happy people. The support of our eacelient con- 
stitution is our common duty and inierest. By that standard | 
would wish my people to ivy ali public principfes, and profes- 
sions.” Now, then, Jet us try how our excellent constitulion 
has been supported, and see how happy we are. The const 
tution says elections ought to be free. Are they so? It says also. 
25 Ed, 1, that tio acts nor taxes shall be levied but by the commou 
assent, and for the common profit of all; and this is the reason 
we are told why acts of parliament are binding on all; because 
every man 18 considered as a party consenting to them. This 
constitution is a verv different thing from what is meant by the 
cuckoo cry of the ** envy and admiration of the world.” That 
rry must be pretty near its end, and } will endeavour to give it its 
final blow. So far from the French admiring orenvying us, they 
curse us, as the authors of their being again plagues d with the 
Bourbons. Docs Spain adwire us? The Spaniards reproach us 
with being the authors of their dissentious, and are at this mo- 
meut capturing our ships. Do the Portuguese admire us? They 
have shewn it by warring upon our commerce, and have jast laid 
a duty of 45 per cent. on wool. The Kussians, Austrians, and 
Gerimaus, admire our money—but nothing else, for they prohibit 
our goous, and are already speculating on the exclusion of 
our trade from the Mediterranean. Do tie Americans admire 
NS ? They already rival usin the Kast and the West; and tell us 
to look at their bits of striped bunting, and come and depose 
Mr. Maddison, if we dare—while we have the memory of our cock- 
boats which gained the victory in the great sea-fight on the Ser- 
pentine river, and the new Achilles of bronze lined with plaster 
and cow-dung, which has been set up in Hyde Park ! At home, 
we are equally unfortunale in our constitution; and in Lreland, 
the bounty of heaven is converted into the curse of Tanta- 
lus, and thousands are pertshing for food, in a country which 
exports millions of pounds in value of provisions! Oh! What 
au envy and admiration of the world is it! Now, let us 
see whether we cannot give it a coup de grace. All the matter 
lies in the misapplication of the word world. There are 
nree worlds, you kaow; and the thing ts, to tind out which 
world is meant. It cannot be the worid above: for there is ever- 
lisiing joy and happiness, we are told; and thet no thieves,no hypo- 
eriles, uo liars, no murderers, ever disturb it. Jt cannot be this 
world ; ; for we are objects of scorn to other nations, and our own 
centlemen are leaving usas fast as they can. 1 should even go 
myself, but for two reasons;—the one isa partiality for the land 
of my fathers; and the other, that i think it would be cowardice 
to desert it, because wicked men have got the upper hand. So, #t 
being neither this world, nor the world above, that envier © 











“*. 


THE BLACK DWARP. 209 


admires us, it must be the world below —(Cheers)—where we are 
told that hypocrites, slanderers, plunderers, tyrants, false imprison. 
ers, and marderers, have their portion! Let us, however, do our 
duty, and make the Constitution lovely in its purity. Let us correct 
that spirit of dissention that forms the best security of our op- 
pressors, who find it easy to govern those whom they ¢an divide : 
—-let us shew corruption a bold and decided front; and say to it, 
thus far shalt thou go, but no farther! The President of the Spanish 
Cortes, in bis answer to the King, bas told us nobly what is the 
duly of the representatives of the people :—*‘to precure for their 
Constituents, the greatest sum of good, at the expence of the 
least possible sacrifice 3’ which is something different from the 
doctrines of Lord Liverpool, and my relation, Mr. Vansittart, 
who argue that the greater the sacrifice, the grealer the bene- 
‘it; and demonstrate the prosperity of the nation by the amount 
of the spot! which it furnishes to the Treasury. Lord Liverpool 
says—** He looked at the country altogether without regard to any 
particular interest ; and he was entitled uponsuch a view to say that 
the wealth of the country had not diminished, though it was altered in 
its situation, The increased amount of the revenue and of the 
increased consumption of exciseable articles were, he should 
always contend, fair poinls of reference to form an opinion on 
this subject sand at these he could look with satisfaction, and repeat 
that the solid wealth of the country had not diminished. He was 
perfectly persuaded that things would right themselves, though 
he admitted that this must be preceded by much distress, and 
much political evil.” This isan odd mode of righting themselves, 
by much distress, and much political evil !—Butthe whole doctrine 
is fulse. Lord Bacon very wisely observes, that “the King’s 
Exchequer is like the spleen. When that swells, the whole body 
piaes.” And it is clear that the greater sum the state abstracts 
from productive employment, the greater the injury done to the 
people, Queen Elizabeth was accustomed to say that her Ex- 
chequer was in the people’s pockets, and he is but a novice in poli- 
tics who knows aot that a rich government always makes a puor 
people; a8 in Asia Minor, Ireland, and many other instances. 
The more wealth is diffused, the more happy, safe, and free, are 
the people. Sir M. Foster, one of the very few honest lawyers, says, 
‘the esteem (not the spoil) of the people is the support of all 
sovernment ;’—though such miserable princes as Edward II. and 
Richard Il. ** thought their people’s good inconsistent with their 
own power.” The Whigs and Tories seem equally afraid of the 
public good, as incompatible with their influence. Thus all their 
pretended reforms are ridiculous affectations, They discard a 
borough, to hand a county over to greater rottenness; as Jona- 
than Wild was accustomed to give a traveller whum he had 
robbed, an odd shilling or so, to pay turnpikes with on his 
way bome; and for this treatment the boroughmongers ex- 
pect the people to say, “thank your honours!” instead of 
making them disgorge the whole. 1 shall conciude with a short 
story thatimay illustrate a little the silliness of the six acts. 
A boy at Leicester, in the dispute between Charles and his people 
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offended a captain in the King’s forces by calling his’ men rumrs 
The captain took him to the Mayor, and wanted him hanged ; 

but the Mayor happening to think there was no great offence 
in the matter, and being firm enough to maintain the superiority of 
the civil power, dismissed the ‘complaint, with a reprimand, 

on a promise from the boy never to offend again. The next day, 
the troops were drawn out; the boy took his usual place ; and 
as the clock struck twelve thrust his head out of a hole in the 
window. All was breathless expectation! The Captain looked 
fierce, the soldiers sheepish; when, after * pause, the boy called 
out, “ Aye! aye! Master Captain! you know what I mean!" 
So, while our enemies threaten us with vindictive laws, pat al! 
our best patriots in their unwholesome dungeons, and subject our 
political writers to fines and incarceration, if they do prevent us 
speaking out, theyknow what we mean: and what is still more 
galling to them, they cannot prevent the public from understanding 
what we mean, too. I thank vou for your patient attention, and 
beg leave to drink al! your healths—( Loud 4 pplause). 

Tune—' The Marscliois Hymn.” 

The Chairman proposed the health of the Rev. Henry Cresweti, 
Vicar of Creech, St. Michaels, Oliver Hayward, Esq. and Thomas 
Parrot, Esq. (3 times 3 ) 

Tune—* God save the Rights of Man.” 

Mr. Epmonps stated, that his feelings were stroug in favour of 
what he was now going to advance. The place Mr. Wooler had 
just been liberated from, contained in it a person wkose name 
‘vas familiar with them all—he alluded to Cuartes Mapvocks, 
(cheers) who had dove more for the cause of Reform, in proportion 
to hts means, than almost any other man in the county. He was 
particularly cratified j in proposing the health of such a man (Mes 
Maddocks was at this moment recognized among the ladies, and 
was much affected by the spontaneous approval of her husband's 
conduct.) This toast being about to be put from the Chair, Mr. 
Woorer came forward amid the plaudits of the company, and ob- 
served, that he could not sufferthe toast to be proposed, without 
requesting to trespass upon their time for a few moments. Mr. 
Edmonds had resided nine months with Mr. Maddocks in Warwick 
Gaol; now he (Mr. W.) had the advantage of residing fifteen 
months’ with the same individual, and he could conscientiously 
say, that he knew no person for whom he entertained a higher 
respect: —he knew no person in whom he would place more im 
plicit confidence :—he' (Mr. W.) Knew no man who was willing to 
suffer more or less prepared to give ground to his country's 
oppressors—that Mr. Maddocks was a fine specimen of the sterling 
stuff of which the host of reform should be composed; though his 
imprisonment had been augmented in consequence of his fearless 
and independent conduct before the judges of the court of King’s 
Bench, he merited a civic crown for it instead of a dungeon. 
There were other Reformers incarcerated; Mr. Swann, Mr, Dar- 
rison, and Mr. Lewis were in prison; and while speaking of the 
latter gentleman he wished to make mention of a useful pudli- 
cation Mr. Lewis was now engaged in preparing—a History of the 
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Persecuted Reformers, or the Patriot's Book of Martyrs; in which 
would be recorded the sufferings of those who deserved well of their 
country, and he (Mr. W.) would take the liberty of recommending 
Mr. Lewis to insert, asa sort of appendix, the names of the per- 
secutors, ia order that when the pay oF RECKUNING arrived, 2 
regular debtor and creditor account might be presented, and the 
balance regulated according to circumstances—(Very great ap- 
plause). He concluded by hoping the assembly would do some- 
thing in support of their incarcerated brethren during their con- 
finement.—{cries of ‘* We will subscribe now!” and a subscription 
was immeriately entered into; and produced in afew minutes 
upwards of FIFTEEN POUNDS; which was announced amid 
thunders of applause), 

The healths of Messrs. Maddocks, Lewis, Harrison, aad Swann 
were now drunk, with 3 times 3. 

Song: ** In Liberty's cause I could yield up my life.” 

The healths of Messrs. Saxton, Johuston, and Wroe, of Man- 
chester, were vext drank, with S times three, and great acclaina- 
tion. 

Mr. Saxton observed he was not an unfledged youth in the glo. 
rious cause of the people—he had been accused of high-treason and 
sedition, times immemorial ; chaius of 60 pounds weight had been 
put upon him :—nevertheiess he was still alive, and still an op- 
ponent of the boroughmonger system. (applause) He had beeu a 
United Irishman; and after witnessing the exertion of Birmiughaia 
he coud not but confess that he was now a United Englishnan— 
He was proud to find that Birmingham possessed so many brave 
unconquerable spirits, and trusted that, ’ere long the whole king- 
dom would join in the cheering cry of ** LIBERTY OR DEATH" 
-——~(/oud cheers). 

Mr. Jounstove observed that he was a ‘‘ RADICAL TAILOR,” 
and proceeded in a humouurous manner which drew forth expressions 
of mirth and approbation from the company, to state his antipathy 
to certain persons whose master was black and resided in the re- 
gions below. (Loud laughter.) Mr. Johnstone afterwards stated 
that he had some thoughts of exhibiting a sign-board, emblema- 
tical of his calling, on which he would have it notified that he was 
ready and willing to execnte orders fur shrouds to cover all the 
tyrants in existence, previous to their beiug deposited in that 
**bourne from whence no traveller returns.” (Loud cheers.) He 
had spent three years and a half in jail, for advocating the princi- 
ples on which were founded all good governments, but his spirié 
was as high asever; and he had stronger hopes now than ever 
that oppression was about to be extirpated from the creation. 

Mr. Wroe had enjoyed the high honour of being an object of 
Boroughmongering vengeance. In 1819 the managers of the sys- 
tem had formed a conspiracy to ruin him; and at one and the 
same time they had no less than 15 indictments against him, his 
wife and family, among whom was a brother only 11 years of age 
(shame, shame) ; however he was not yet prepared tu renounce 
his claim to the freedom of his country, which, he could assure the 
‘necting, was still] dear to him, and which he trusted would be 
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obtained im spite of all the efforts of corruption and its tools 
(cheers.) 

The Chairman proposed—* Success to the Birmingham Union 
and Patriot’s Friend Society, which called forth the treasurer, 
Mr. Thomas Larkins, who to the agreeable surprize of a — 
part of the company, presented to Sir Charles Wol eley the tre: 
surer of the Great Northern Union, the sum of TEN POUNDS 
in aid of that institution. Mr. Larkins further observed that ina 
short lime the society hoped to render still greater assistance. 

The money was presented amid the pl audits of the assembly, and 
sir Charles, on receiving it, took oecasion to express the gratifi- 
cation he felt in the presence of so many firn: patriots, of stating 
that be was in the constant habit of receiving sams from various 
parts of the kingdom; and he had strong expectations it would 
he the means of placing the ** Captive of lTichester’? in the 
House of Commons. 

The next sentiment he had to propose, would meet their sanc- 
tien, asit related to inhabitants of Birmingham who had severely 
suffered in the glorious cause. Messrs. Kdmoads, Whitworth, 
Rage, Russell, Osborne, Brandis, and Mansfield. (3 times 3.)j 

Mr. Evmonpos said he had never met his towns:nen under cir- 
eumstances so gratifying as the present, to congratulaic a man 
whose moral worth Was equal to his poyitical integrity :—it was 
also a satisfaction that they were not met for any parti: al petty ob- 
ject. He hadserved his town, and was ready to serve it again; but 
iis was not a meeting on parish affatrs: the company were now 
assembled to promote the general interests of mankind. without 
distinction, Mr. Bf. went on to demonstrate that tha proper object 
ofa Government, was the happiness of the governed. He spoke at 
xreat Jeugth, attended throughout with the cheers of the people. 

Mr. Want wortn returned th: inks ina very able speech, which we 
regret our limils will not allow us to insert, but which will be 
published | inthe pamphlet of the proceedings. 

Mr. Race then came forward ‘supported by a pair of .crutches), 
and begged to return them his most grateful thanks. He was 
pleased. to find that bis exertions met their approbation ; and he 
would assure them, that aslong as he lived he would support 
their holy cause. He had struggled through a cruel tmprisonment 
of one year and nive meaths duration, which had brought upon 
him such ao illness, that he might say he was still incarcerated, for 
he was- unable to leave his room; aad nothiwg but the preseai 
gratifying occasion, could have tempted him to risk himself, by 
leaving home this day: yet, feeble as he was, he hoped he shoald 
jive to see his persecutors brought to that punishment, they 
so richly deserved at the hands of the people.—(Very great app 
plause), 

Mr. Woorer after commenting upon the advantages to be 
derived from the influence of the ladies, to the canse of public 
as well as private Reform, took the oppportunity of proposing 
ihe bealth of the ladies who had tavoured them with their com- 
pauy as spectators of the proceedings, which was drank with greas 

applause. 
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The followiug toasts were afterwards drank : = 

“the Committee for arranging the proccedings’—** The Re- 
Formers of Great Britain”’—** The Rights of Man’—** The Unit- 
ed States of America’— Lord Cochrane’—** Simon Bolivar’? 
—* Print by Jury’—* The Liberty of the Press.” 

The Chairman, with Mr. Northmore, Mr. Wooler, and several 
ether gentlemen retired about nine o’clock ; and the company 
separated soon afterwards, highly gratified with the proceedings of 
the day; which were the more satisfactory, as not the most 
trifling accident occurred to damp the general exultation. 





~~ - 


PRESENTATION OF A PIECE OF PLATE TO 
MR. WOOLER, BY SEVERAL [INHABITANTS 
OF BIRMINGHAM. 


~~ sere 





On the Tuesday after the Meeting, Mr. Wooler was requested 
to wait upon a party of ladies and gentlemen, who had an inten- 
tion of presenting him with a splendid tea-pot and stand; and on 
hisarrival, he was addressed by Mr. James Luckcock, in the follow- 
ing complimentary terms:— 


$*Sir, 

* After witnessing your exhilarating and well-merited pub- 
lic reception yesterday in this town; we request your acceptance 
of our warm congratulations on the occasion, convinced that your 
patriotic sincerity would feel it no smail requital for sufferings long 
endured and unjustly inflicted. In adding our individual testimony 
of our opinion of your public deserts, to that so unapimously and 
enthusiastically expressed; wedo it with the more confidence from 
the perfect conviction of the purity of your motives, We regret 
the little bickerings and animosities which too much prevail among 
many cf those who. we are willing to believe are sincerely at- 
tached to thé public cause; but we admire the extreme caution 
on your part to avoid these reprehensible personalities. Anxious 
alone for the propagation of sound and virtuous principles, you 
have, we hope. laid the only solid foundation for public esteem ; 
and silenced the hiveling crew, who have never dared to attempt to 
refute your arguments, or impugn your integrity, Nor will you 
be disposed to consider this eulogium as exceeding the boundaries 
of delicacy or decorum; fur ‘ praise is fever so acceptable, as 
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when it findsan echo from within.” Shonld the meeting of yesterdat 
be reproached with being deficient in the attendance of ‘‘ respecia. 
bles, those Corinthian capitals of society, we consider it as their ow2 
disgrace; and by no means as belonging to those who did attend. 
Heaven forbid! that we should censure a body of men for the 
faults of individuals; but daily observation teo glaringly proves 
the melancholy fact, that the higher we go for respectability and 
virtue, the more likely are our expectations to end in disappoint- 
ment and mortification, From this, however, we hope society 
will ip time learn the important lesson, that it is character and not 
property that constitutes the man:—and that where the private 
virtues are violated or neglected, patriotism must either be a 
mere pretence, or but very imperfectly known or appreciated. 
Continue then, Sir, your invaluable labours, enlighten the public 
mind to just conceptions of public virtue ; and the time may come 
(sooner, perhaps, than we now anticipate) when he who had thus 
contributed his efforts, may be allowed to have performed an equal 
duty with him who, in oppostog the progress of tyranny, has faced 
the cannon’ s mouth, or,rushed into the deadly breach. We now 
beg your acceptarce of a small but sincere tribute of our esteem. 
Considering you in the character of a man devoted to the domes- 
tic virtues, not less than as the intrepid patriot; we have chosen 
ap article of family utility in lieu of any thing connected with the 
‘* orgies of Bacchus:” or as displaying an ostentatious and useless 
ornament; and may the wish expressed by our engraver be speedily 
realized. 
‘* Signed, at the request and on behalf of the party, 
“ JAS. LUCKCOCK. 

** Birmingham, July 30th, 1829.” 

To which Mr. Wooler replied :—** If any thing could add to the 
high gratification which my public reception in the town of Bir- 
mingham yesterday produced, it would be the approbation of the 
present company, who are so competent to judge whether the ap- 
plause of the multitude be well, or ill bestowed; and when the 
gentleman who has just now addressed me, and who is himself so 
eminent for moral worth, and politicas integrity, joins his congra- 
tulations to those of the public, I may be proud indeed, in the 
well founded hope, that I have not been entirely useless as an ad 
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vocate of public rights, As ability without rectitude resembles a 
destructive meteor, rather than a cheering beacon, I feel strongly 
the conviction expressed on your parts, that I am actuated by 
honest motives; and I trust always to enjoy the satisfaction of 
feeling that l am actuated by no other than the purest intentions ; 
that I may long serve the public for its own sake, and enjoy the 
only reward which a volunteer in its service need require, the pub- 
lic confidence, resulting from the public esteem. 

‘* With you | regret that any dissenlioas should prevail among 
those who ranze themselves under the banners of Reform; but 
allow me also to regret, that too many of the public, instead of 
repressing and discouraging these dissentions, are too apt ‘to seek 
food in the depraved appetite for personal abuse; and that to many 
it is more agreeable to mix in petty squabbles, than to adopt and 
follow the glorious principles which teach us to merge all personal 
jealousics, in the common combat for the public rights. May ft 
constantly remember, that it is the public service in which I am 
engaged; and entreat it to oblige me most, by attending to its own 
interests. This is the only means of keeping public men closely to 
the line of theirduty. The apathy of the multitude creates leisure 
for these petty broils; which would instantly terminate, were the 
public to proclaim that he who neglected his duty, to consult his 
personal attachments or dislikes, was no longer engaged in the 
public cause, but in hisown. For the * respectables,” they must 
be left to their own fate, if they separate themselves from the peo- 
ple; and to them weneed only say, as the Soothsayer said of Cx- 
sar, If it will pleasethem to hear us, we will beseech them tu 
befriend themselves ; if they will not, we have nothing to reproach 
ourselves with, on their account. The selection of this mark of 
your esteem aud approbation, is equally gratifying; for private 
worth should be inseparable from public virtue; and it is in the 
circle of our families those principles should be cultivated, to 
which we look tor the national redemption. Pope said, he could 
not conceive, how he who did not leve one, could love a million ; 


and he more strongly expressed and illustrated the sentiment, whev 
be wrote— 


‘* God loves from whole to parts, but human soul 
Must rise from individual to the whole!” 
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‘s What I have yet suffered in the cause of reform, has only given 
additional stimulus to my exertions iu its favour: and whatever } 
may be yet destined to endure, I shall ever think amply rewarced 
by the approbation of the public, and the confidence of such inte! 
ligent individuals as those by whom 1 am now surrounded; and I 
trust that the mottos of this testimonial will never be regretted by 


he presenters, nor ever rise up in judgment against the receiver.’ 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





CONSUMPTION OF PUBLIC WEALTH BY THE CLERGY 


The Essay in the Jast week’s Dwarf on this subject, which de> 
monstrates the ASTOUNDING FACT, that the Clergy of the 
Church of England alone, which has not more than seven millions 
of hearers, consuine MORE thau all the Christian Churches in the 
world besides, is published in a separaie tract, price 3d., and may 
be had of all the venders of political publications in the kiagdom 
li is essential that every paver of tvtnes should read this docu- 
ment, which is abridged from a large pamphlet published by Wi 
son of the Royal Exchange. The Tracrs may be had at les. pec 
100, for distribation. 


‘he ** Brack New” will resume his pest in our following 
Number. 


Mr. Wooler returns histhanks to Mr. Waterfall, and to the Me 
ecnanics and Artizans of Notrrincaam, for their kind invitation 
to dine with them, which he would have gladly accepted, had st 
been possible for him to have visited that town, but imperious be 
siness demanded bis presence in London ; and he must request them, 
tor the present tu accept bis excuse. 


Mr. Wooler has also to thank his friends at Hull, for their cele- 
bration of his release bya pablic dinner, at which the healths of afi 
the advocates of Reform were drank with applause, accompanied 
by those principles of Equan Liperry, and Equan Rieurs, which 
are now movine the world ! 


Printed and Published by T. J. WOOLER, 76, Fleet Street 
where al! commu bications (post paul) are reauested to be seux 




















